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\ TATHAN ALCOCK, born in Sep- 
tember, 1707, was the ſecond ſon 


of Mr. David Alcock, of Runcorn, in 


| Cheſhire, by his virtuous and ſenſible 


wife, Mary Breck. His parents taught 


him to read and write, and the firſt rudi · 
ments of the Latin tongue: for the mo- 


ther, as well as father, partly underſtood 
it. He was then put to a neighbouring 


5 grammar- -ſchool, under the care of a very 


Ingenious maſter, N. Cowper, a firſt cou- 


fin to his father, and formerly of Braſe- 


Noſe College, Oxford. Here our young 
ſcholar went on very well for a conſiderable 
time, ſhewed ſigns of a promiſing genius, 
and ſeldom gave any cauſe for blame, or 
had any cauſe for diſlike, until one day, 
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when bly nM, A ovailitian off a very 
choleric temper, ſtruck him for ſome fight 


fault or other. This Nathan took fo 
much in dudgeon, that he could never 


afterwards be prevailed upon to go to that | 
ſchool again, but loitered away his time 


at home in country buſineſs, and rural 
amuſements; particularly in that ſilent, 
ſolitary diverſion, N N of which he 
was very fond. 


In the mean time, Thomas, the third 
ſon, was placed out at Warrington School, 
under the tuition of an excellent maſter, 


the Reverend Mr. Heywood ; and from 
| thence, in proper time, ſent. to Braſe- 
_Noſe college i in Oxford. This petty pro- 
egreſs of Thomas in the literary world, to- 
gether with a fight of a few of his books 


in vacation time preſented to Nathan, 


and ſome jocular reproaches now and then 


| flung out to him at his burying himſelf 
In the country, at laſt ſo raiſed the jealouſy 
and emulation of the diſgufted youth, that 
he now applied to his father, and tad; hge 
would go to ſchool again, and was deter- 
: mineck to proſecute the ſtudy of Phyſic, to 


which 


T% I: 
which his brother 15 adviſed him, if His 


father would give up to him a ſmall eſtate, 
ſcarce producing gol. a year, which lay 
at a diſtance, in Wyrrol, the name of a 
hundred and peninſula i in Cheſhire. The 
father was very ready to give him up that 
eſtate, having always deſigned it for him. 
But ſaid, he thought the income would 
not ſupport him in ſuch an expenſive un- 
dertaking, either at our own or any foreign 
_ univerſity —that he had ſeveral other ſons 


then upon his hands to provide for, and 


| ſhould not be able to advance any thing 
more to-him afterwards, however great his 
need. The ſon replied, he doubted not, 
he ſhould be able to make a ſhift to ſubſiſt 
on that- income, that he would make up 
the deficiency by economy, and deny 
himſelf, what he had not the means to 
procure #. 5 e 
Immediately he put himſelf under the 
inſtruction of a brother-in-law, Mr. Cow- 
| ley, who was maſter of a public grammar 
e ſchool in Lancaſhire. | And here his ad- 


* The Stoic's maxim, as mentioned by Seneca, 
v.28, What you want, borrow of yourſelf. 
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vancement was ſo rapid in claſſical learn- 


ing, that in a twelvemonth, or little more, 
he was become maſter of Greek and La- 


tin. He had alſo read many good Engliſh 


authors, particularly the Spectators, in 


which he took great delight. Arithmetic 


and Geometry he likewiſe applied to; and OM 


went through, by himſelf, Ward's Mathe- 
matics, and ſaid he very well underſtood 
them. The ſtudy of phyſic, however, 


was always uppermoſt in his view; and 


he now thought himſelf ſufficiently fur- 


niſhed with a ſtock of preliminary learning 
to commence that As in a ſerious and 


| regular manner. 


| Accordingly he ſet out for Edinburgh ; 


this being the neareſt, and reckoned the 


cheapeſt univerſity, as well as a very good 
one for the cultivation of the ſeveral 


| branches of phyſic. Here he very dili- 


gently attended all the courſes of lectures, 


and made conſiderable improvement in 
botany, chemiſtry, and anatomy. But 
this univerſity, which was then rather 
5 growing into fame, than become famous, 
did not ſatisfy our ambitious and Know- 
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ledge-thirſty pupil. Boerhaave's name 


at this time was ſounded all over Europe; ; 
and the aſpiring Alcock could not reſt 
until he had feaſted his eyes and ſenſes 
with a fight and OF of that * 
man. 5 
He therefore left Edinburgh, Wen thip- 
ping at Hull, and croſſed over to Holland, 
The profeſſors at Leyden! gave him great 
ſatisfaction. Boerhaave on the praxis, 
Gobius in chemiſtry, Albinus in anatomy, 
and Graveſand in experimen tal philoſophy 
and aſtronomy, anſwered his higheſt ex- 
pectations. Here, I have heard him ſay, 
he applied with redoubled diligence. He 
enjoyed a great ſhare of health and ſpirits; 
and declared he could ſtudy longer than 
any man at Leyden by mere ſtrength of 
eonſtitution. In the latter part of his ſtay 
here, an Engliſh gentleman, that was ab. 
ſent, gave him the uſe of a ſmall houſe in 
the country, where, in vacation time, he 
had an opportunity of making private diſ- 
{ions and preparations in anatomy, and 
W in natural Philoſophy and 
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vancement was ſo rapid in claſſical leatn- 
4 ing, that in a twelvemonth, or little more, 
: B was become maſter of Greek and La- 
tin. He had alſo read many good. Engliſh 
3 particularly the Spectators, in 
which he took great delight. Arithmetic 
and Geometry he likewiſe applied to; and 
went through, by himſelf, Ward's Mathe- 
matics, and ſaid he very well underſtood 
them. The ſtudy of phyſic, however, 
was always uppermoſt in his view; and; 
he now thought himſelf ſufficiently fur- 
niſhed with a ſtock of preliminary learning 
to commence that Rudy 3 in a ſerious and. 
regular manner. = 
Accordingly he ſet out t for Edius 1 
this being the neareſt, and reckoned the 
cheapeſt univerſity, as well as a very good 
one for the cultivation of the ſeveral - 
branches of phyſic. Here he very dili- 
gently attended all the courſes of lectures, 
and made conſiderable improvement in 
„ botany, chemiſtry, and anatomy. But 
this univerſity, which was then rather 
growing into fame, than become famous, 
did not fatisfy our ambitious and know-_ 
L NO” 
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ledge-thirſty pupil. Boerhaave's name 
at this time was ſounded all over Europe; 3 
and the aſpiring Alcock could not reſt 


until he had feaſted his eyes and ſenſes 


with a ſight and W of that it great 
man. 


He . left Edinburgh, ol mip- 


; ping at Hull, and croſſed over to Holland, 


The profeſſors at Leyden gave him great 
ſatisfaction. Boerhaave on the praxis, 
Gobius in ee Albinus in anatomy, 
and Graveſand in experimental philoſoph y 


and aſtronomy, anſwered his higheſt ex- 


pectations. Here, I have heard him ſay, 
5 he applied with redoubled diligence. He 
enjoyed a great ſhare of health and ſpirits; 
and declared he could ſtudy longer than 
any man at Leyden by mere ſtrength of 
conſtitution. In the latter part of his ſtay 


here, an Engliſh gentleman, that was ab= 


ſent, gave him the uſe of a ſmall houſe in | 
the country, where, in vacation time, he 
had an opportunity of making private diſ- 


ſections and preparations in anatomy, and 


experiments in natural philoſophy | and 


mW 


Ang 


= i 1 8 1. 
if And now, after ſeveral. years teſidence 
de and the cloſeſt application, he ſup- 
ſtock of medical knowledge, in all its 
branches; and having, in the ſpring. ß 
1737, proceeded regularly to a Doctor's . 
degree; he began to turn his thoughts to 
Bngland, and to a proper place for open-„ 
ingt and exerciſing, his medical abilities. 
However, the ſickneſs and intreaty of 8 
Englith gentleman," his friend, who beg- 
ged he would not leave him, detained, him 
ſome time longer in Holland; and he did 
| pot: embark for- his native nn n 
next year, in autumn 1738. Ee 5; 
Oxford Was, at this hs. pd: KY 1 
ks. to-have little or nothing done in it for 
the benefit of ſtudents in phyſic. It was 
ſaid, that old; Profeſſor, Woodward made 
a ſinecure of his place that Doctor Ni- 
cholls had left the anatomy, and was ſet 
tled in London — that the readers in-this, 
T and i in chemiſtry, either were not qualified, 
or not diſpoſed. to proſecute thoſe ſciences 
— with any effect, and that a fair opening 
5 now appeared there for an ingenious, in- 
We | 8 duſtrious 
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trious man to introduce himſelf. Doctor 
Alcock, nihil non mgenuum, nthil non mag- 
mificum ſpirans, uſed to lay, he could not 
bear to think of ſetting up in his profeſſion 
in ſome remote provincial town, under 
vaſſalage, to pick up the gleanings of ſome _ 
e old practitioner. Conſcious of his 
own powers, he knew, he wanted only to 
be proved, to be eſteemed, that the more 
public and learned his judges were, the more 
would the trial redound to his credit. He 
therefore very gladly embraced the advan- 
tage of this fair opening at Oxford, and very 
ſoon preſented himſelf to this celebrated 


univerſity, as a a Prælector i in Chemiſtry and 
Anatomy. | | 


And here, without Feta Without 
friends, and without recommendations, 
ſave the unimportant ones of his brother, 
and Mr. Parker his tutor; he gradually 
made his way, and by dint of ſuperior 
merit bore himſelf up againſt all N 
tion. ; 

For ebenes and that very let, he 
ſoon began to meet with. The whole fa- 
_culty here were alarmed : : and Dr. Frewin 

B at 


E 10 4; 
at the head of them went round to their ſe- 
veral friends, and made all the intereſt they 

could to cruſh this Cockatrice in the egg, 
and to hinder a Leyden Doctor from gain- 
ing a footing in Oxford. It was agreed, 
that Doctor Hughes of Trinity, ſhould be 
deſired to read in Chemiſtry, and Docter 
Laurence be ſent for from London, to do 
the ſame in Anatomy. They both read in 
the ſpring of 1740 publicly in the Mus- 
ſeum; while Doctor Alcock could only 4 
be permitted to give his Lectures privately 3 
in a room furniſhed him by the kind in- 
dulgence of the Principal and Fellows of 


* Jeſus College. They read; I was one of 
i} their hearers ; but they read only a kind 
. Wall- Lectures, read almoſt to naked 


Walls, for few attended. Doctor Alcock's 
courſes, at the ſame time, were crowded 


1 with pupils, and his fame and intereſt 4 
1 more and more increaſed from this contraſt 1 q 
i of his antagoniſts, and from this envious 1 
{ 2 8 ſelf-intereſted oppoſition. At laſt, all ene- 5 
| RT diſappeared. Doctor Hughes con- i 
feſſed, he was not acquainted enough with 1 
| Chemiſtry to be able to give Public Lec- 7 
[ 3 _ tures; 


53 
tures; Doctor Laurence expreſſed a diſlike 
at being ſent for from London upon ſuch 


an ungenerous occaſion ; and Doctor Al- 
cock remained maſter of the field, and 


-. became peaceably and triumphantly, in 


both capacities, PO” | in the 
n Muſeum. 
By this time, a degree had been Win 
talked of for him by many of his friends, 
in order to incorporate him into the uni- 
verſity, and make ſo uſeful a man their 
own. The Doctor himſelf ſeemed leſs 
earneſt, than his friends were, to obtain 
this honour. He had thoughts of ſettling 
in London, and imagined, his charadter : 
was now ſufficiently known and eſtabliſhed 
to enable him to appear there with advan- 
tage. He foreſaw great oppoſition to ſuch 
a degree, as he wanted. He did not know, 
it would be of any « eflential ſervice to him, 
as a practitioner in the metropolis; at 
moſt, not of that ſervice, as to countervail 
the vexation, the trouble, the time and 
expence it would coſt him to obtain a 
Doctor s degree i in Oxford. : 


B2 However 


endeavoured to compromiſe the matter 
and offered Doctor Alcock the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts as an adequate honour 
for his Leyden-Doctorate. This was im- 
mediately refuſed: and the Doctor himſelf 
thought, if he could not be admitted ad. 
eundum, that at leaſt he was entitled to a 


neglected there, as A compenſation for 
the honour of being a regular Doctor 
of Phyſic in the univerſity of Ley- 


did not obtain his diploma, as many on this 
fide the water too often do, i in ſome foreign 


[ 2 ] 
However, in the ſpring of 1741 a Maſter's, 


degree was moved for, and rejected by. the. 


Heads of Houſes. But finding the Maſters in 


convocation were ſtrenuous for it, they 


Maſter's degree. The members of con- 


vocation were almoſt unanimoufly of the _ 


ſame opinion, and cried out, he juſtly 


deſerved this degree, as well in reward” 
of his great merit, and particular uſe- 


fulneſs in branches of ſcience ſo much 


den ; where he ſtudied ſeveral years, and 
. 
univerſities, merely for a ſum of money 
in the way of fees, on a very flight exami- —_ 


nation, without any refidence, or gaining 


2 * ns 4 ö — s 
Tx Wy D * 4 2 
n = i 


1 ; 5 
1 
1 

- x 


+ 44-11 


any improvement on the ſpot. But al- 


though the houſe of convocation was very 
ready to grant him the degree ſolicited, 


the propoſal met with great oppoſition 
among the members of the upper houfe, 


the heads of colleges. Doctor F rewin, 
who, as an able Phyſician, had much in- 
| fluence on many of this ſenior order, join- 
ed by ſome others of the faculty, went 
round to the ſeveral colleges, and pre- 
vailed on a majority of that order to re- 


ject the degree propoſed. The faculty nov 
ſeemed to think, their craft was in danger, 


and that, though they could not entirely 
keep out this foreign intruder, they ould 


at leaſt gain ſome advantage, by retro- 


grading him to a bachelor, and thereby 


protracting the time af his admiſſion to 
practice. 
This application for a Maſters a 
and the conſequent rejection of it, I ſhall 


relate in the Doctor s OWN words, as I had 


them in a letter from mm Juſt at the 


| time. 


* Dear Sir, I have: purpoſely deferred 


- writing till now, that 1 might a 5 


your 
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- ay 
your curioſity concerning my affair. 1 
am very forry however, that I can give 


* you no better news concerning it, than 


that it failed. But the fall was honour- 


able. Upon its being mentioned in the 
3 univerſity, the whole faculty took the 
alarm. Frewin hurried in from Bath all 


on a ſudden: and he, together with your 


© old Head, Doctor Shippen of Braſe- 


Noſe, from whom I might have ex- 


«© pected better uſage, jointly canvaſſed all 
* the Heads of colleges and halls in the 
© univerſity : and all the others of the 
5 faculty did the ſame thing. Vou know 

_ ©what © great ſway thoſe 7209 bear in the 


« univerſity. Yet after all, my opponents 


found themſelves ſo diſtreſſed, that they 
- were obliged to have recourſe to ſome 
very unjuſtifiable, and poor - ſpirited 
* means. Some of them reported, that 
I had declared, I never would aſk, or 


« ſtand for, any degree or preferment IN 


- he univerſity—that from my long reſi- 
8 dence i in Holland, I was inclined to be a 
Diſſenter, and not heartily attached to the 
5 church of Fand unt I had de- 
preciated 
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3 preciated * our own univerſities, and that 
6 I was at the bottom of the diſpute be- 


tween 


* Depreciated our own univerſities. Doctor Alcock's 


fentiments of our own univerſities, compared with 


foreign ones, may be learned from the following ab- 


ſtract of a letter, written at the time of the diſpute 
between the Licentiates and the college of Phyſicians. 


1 There is a moſt abſurd and pernicious cuſtom now 


prevailing in England among the nobility, and others 


of fortune, that of ſending their ſons abroad for 


education, without ever entering our own famous uni- 
verſities at home. All foreigners of diſtinction, eſteem 


it a peculiar honour and happineſs to have had an 


opportunity of ſpending ſome time at Oxford and 
Cambridge. My Lord Harcourt's eldeſt ſon, Lord 
Bath's, Mr. Needham's, &c. have been lately ſent 
abroad, without viſiting Oxford or Cambridge; 
and the Marquis of Blandford is juſt entering on the 
ſame courſe of education. This is really a very great 
error both in a political or national ſenſe, and with 
regard to the individuals themſelves. The advan- 


tages of learning in every branch, particularly the 
Bellas Lettres, and a taſte for fine writing, are ſo far 
ſuperior here to any thing that can be met with abroad, 


that it would provoke ones indignation and contempt 
to hear of any compariſon. There are now in Ox- 
ford, regular courſes of Lectures in the Law, and have 


deen for ſome time, by Doctor Blackſtone, a very in- 
genious man, quite equal to the taſk, as well as in 
Philo- 
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„ tween Dr. Hughes and Mr. Knight; of 


Magdalen, in the Chemeſtry, &c. &c. 


* all which were notoriouſly falſe. Hav- 
ing gained a majority with the Doctors, 
© they uſed all their endeavours alſo to get 
a over the Maſters of the Arts. But theſe 
were firmly my friends; and had the 
5 = by matter , 
Philoſophy, Phyſic, &c. Morality too is far better 
ſecured here, than it can poſſibly be, according to the 
preſent modes, any where abroad, by the ſtudents 
being obliged to wear a diſtinguiſhing academic habit 


—by their lodging in colleges—attending prayers and 


| exerciſes at ſtated hours, and by being required to be 
in college by nine at night, under the inſpection of 
their tutors and principals; | Whereas abroad the ſtu- 
dents are left quite at large in all theſe reſpects, and 


abandoned libertiniſm is the natural conſequence. The 


advantages of an univerſity acquaintance, to all thoſe 


eſpecially, who are deſigned for profeſſions, are alſo 
very great. The numerous friends they here formed, 


the independency of each member, and the conſe- 
quent freedom of converſation, emulation, &c. not only 
render Oxford and Cambridge the beſt ſchool in the 
world, not only for the i improvement i in learning, but for 


extirpating thoſe rank weeds of vanity, pride, ſelf-con- 
ceit, and pedantry, which are ſo ready to ſpring up in 


the human mind, when cultivated only in a private 
manner; when every gentleman being ſuperior to thoſe 

about him, is too apt, both to flatter himſelf, and be 
flattered by others.“ 
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Foyt 
matter come before them in convoca- ; 
tion, would have voted for me to a 


E man. 


* Laſt of all, ſo dreadfully apprehenſive 
were they of me, they went, the whole 
faculty, all i ina body, to ſolicit theVi ice 
Chancellor, Dr. Holmes, Preſident of ü 
St. John s, not to bring the affair on 
© again. But I. believe their ſolicitations 
| had no great effect, as he has hitherto 
ſhewn himſelf my particular friend. But 
for the influence of the two Doctors 
above mentioned, there would not have 
been a Head of a College againſt me. I 
© loſt it, after all, only by one vote, and : 
© that was the Junior Proctor, Mr. Lo 
who had promiſed to be for 1 me, though 
now he turned againſt me. It is ſup- 
poſed, he was influenced by an expecta- 


tion of pool. ariſing this year! from ſome 


fund of the univerſity, which is to be . 
given to the Proctors, or to one of them, 
and in the diſpoſal of which, Dr. Ship- 

pen hath the chief hand. The whole 
3 fall foul on him—call him 
— publicly in the coffee- houſes, 5 
9 4 and 
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and threaten to turn him out of office. 
The Maſters of Arts reſent the miſcar- 
riage of my affair ſo much, that I be- 
lieve, they will not agree to any thing in 
_ convocation, till my favour 1s granted. 

Many principal members of the univer- | 
ſity, Dr. King for one, ſent to me, and 
ſaid, they would prefer a petition to the 
Chancellor, and bring me in that way; 


K Q 


N 


6 but I think it better to wait a while, 5 
and publiſh a work, that I have nearly 


* finiſhed, which perhaps may further re- 


© commend me. The Phyſicians here have 
* certainly done me great honour, by 
1 making me appear ſo formidable. I have 


got a ſurprizing intereſt for ſo ſhort a 


2 time, conſidering that I did not know a 


ſingle perſon at my firſt coming here. | 
Oxford, * > 


Many of the Heads of Mane and the 
general Body of Convocation, ſaw through . 
the futility and malevolence of this oppo- 


| ſition, and reſolved, they would inſiſt on a 
Maſter's Degree. Accordingly the next 
Convocation, when ſome Degrees were to 


be granted, and other buſineſs tranſacted, 


1 
the Members flocked early to the Houſe in 


great numbers, and put a negative on every 
thing that was propoſed, and declared, they 
would perſiſt to ſtop all proceedings, until 
Dr. Alcock's Degree was paſſed. | 


Among other Degrees at this time re- 


jected, was that of the famous Mr. War- 
burton, afterwards Biſhop of Glouceſter. 
An Honorary Degree of Doctor in Divinity 
Was propoſed for him i in Convocation, in 


conſideration of his great abilities, as a 


learned divine, and celebrated writer. But 
the queſtion was no ſooner mentioned, 
Placetne vobis, Magiſtri? ? but a general 
Non Placet ran Oe the Houſe. . 
Warburton looked himſelf, 
merely as not lads " the Dageos . 
licited, but as greatly affronted, and pub- 
bags diſgraced by this general rejection of 


: And he ever after bore ill-will to the 


5 though very unjuſtly; as not 
conſidering the then diſſentient ſtate of the 
Members, and that it was not particularly 
his Degree, but all Degrees which 1 were 
at that time refuſed.” 
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The Heads of Houſes, finding the Gon⸗ 


vocation ſo unanimous and reſolute i in their 


oppoſition, and that, like a Houſe of Com- 
mons inſiſting on a tacked clauſe to a Mo- 


ney-Bill, before they will grant the Sup- 
plies, the Members of this Lower Houſe 
would grant no Degrees, without firſt ob- 
taining their favourite one for Dr. Alcock, 
found themſelves forced at laſt to comply: 
And Mr. Webber, then Senior Proctor of 
the Univerſity, afterwards Rector of Exeter 


College, who very laudably intereſted him- 


ſelf much in this affair, was ſent with a 
: meſſage | from the Vice- Chancellor and 
Doctors, that they conſented to Dr. Al- 
cock's Degree, and deſired, that all oppo- 
ſitions and animoſities might ceaſe, and 
the buſineſs of the Univerſity go on in its 


uſual channel. The Proctor afforded much 


mirth to the gentlemen of convocation on 
reading over the Dutch names latinized, 5 


affixed to Dr. Alcock's s Leyden Diploma. 


The learned Mr. Markham, Student of 


Chriſt Church, now Lord Archbiſhop of 


York; the learned Mr. Lowth, Fellow of 
New Co! lege, now Lord Biſhop of Lon- 


don; 


E 


don; the learned Civilian and Barriſter, 
Doctor Blackſtone, late one of the Ho- 


nourable Juſtices of the Court of Common 


Pleas; Mr. afterwards Doctor Tottie, of 
Worceſter College; Dr. Parker, now Rec- 


tor of St. James's; Dr. Forſter of Corpus; 


Dr. Patten of the ſame College, now the 
worthy Rector of Childrey, Berks; 8 
Durell of Hartford College; and Mr. 


Gowin Knight, of Magdalen, afterwards 


called Dr. Magnetic Knight; I have heard, 


were ſome of the principal friends and 


ſticklers for Dr. Alcock on this memorable 
_ occaſion. 


'The laſt-mentioned gentleman, Dr. Al- 


cock uſed to ſay, ought to have two or 


three pair of ſhoes given him; for fo 


many, he believed, Mr. Knight had worn 
out in traverſing the Univerſity on his 
buſineſs. No ſhoes were given him ; but 


the Doctor, about this time, in my hear- 


ing, gave him hints for the inveſtigation 
of the mode of making artificial magnets, 
and encouraged him in the proſecution of 
that philoſophic manufacture ; which he 


afterwards brought to ſo much perfection, 
as Ba Se” 
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Would permit, to 
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for the honour of the nation, and the be- 


nefit of navigation. 
The conteſt and victory, as above men- 


tioned, did great honour to Dr. Alcock, as 
well as ſhewed the liberal ſpirit of the 
members of convocation, who were not 
to be biaſſed to vote contrary to their own 
minds, although moſt of them were in a 
ſtate of ſubordination to their principals, 
and ſome of them lay immediately under 
the rod of power. And indeed the mem- 


bers of convocation here have generally 


been eſteemed as uncorrupt a body of 
men, as any in the kingdom ; and have 
at moſt times, if not at all times, approved 
themſelves friends to Juſtice, to merit, to 
learning, and liberty. 
Our Doctor, now regularly incorporated 
into the Univerſity as a Maſter of Arts, 
proceeded, as ſoon ” the time and terms 
11s Bachelor's Degree 

in Phyſic; which he took without any 
_ oppoſition in May 1744. By this ſtep he 


came.to have a right to demand a Licentia 


Pradlicandi; which qualified him to practiſe 
both in the univerſity, and elſewhere 


throughout the kingdom, 


And 


[ 23 1 
And now he became more than ever en- 
gaged in buſineſs, having a conſiderable 
practice added to the courſes of lectures, 
which he continued to give in chemiſtry. 
and anatomy, and ſometimes on the praxis, 
with ſtill greater applauſe ; many of the 
melt learned of the univerſity, and ſome: 
Doctors in phyſic, law, and theology, not 
= diſdaining to give their attendance, and | 
A appear as diſciples to this profound * Maſter. 
His company was conſtantly ſought after, 
1 and frequented by great numbers of young 
gentlemen ſtudents, who conſulted him as 
aaan oracle on any difficult points in natural 
7 philoſophy, chemiſtry, anatomy, or phyſic, 
and who ſeldom came to him without 
departing wiſer. Study and improvement 
even mixed themſelves with his recre- 
ations. His ambulations in the gardens 
and groves of Oxford ſeemed to revive the 
Platonic grove and academy of Athens: 
And his long favourite . walks Fj in | 


bs 2 Patten uſed to call him a 2 of learning. 


"+ Dr. Alcock might juſtly ſay with Dean Swift; | 
© He was the beſt walker in the place, and hive miles | 
C round, Si Letters. 


the 


L 24 ] 
the adjacent country with ſome ſelect 
friends, were amuſed with inſtructive con- 
verſation, and with botanizing, as it was 
called; the place affording an excellent 
opportunity for this ſtudy, in conſequence 
of Dr. Delenius Profeſſor of Botany having, 
at various times, ſcattered the ſeeds of ſome 
foreign , as well as many indigenous plants 
in the environs of this univerſity. In ſhort, 
Dr. Alcock, when giving out his lectures 
and inſtfuctions to his pupils, hath often 
made me conſider him, as one of the ſo- 
phiſts or philoſophers of Greece —as a So- 
crates, a Plato, or rather as an Ariſtotle, 
moſt verſed i in natural philoſophy, giving 
leſſons to their attentive diſciples, and 
teaching them the grand principles of hu- 
man wiſdom. Like the firſt of theſe phi- 
loſophers, he never publiſhed any thing; 1 
either as not having leiſure, or chuſing ra- 1 
ther to dictate to others, and leave them 9 
” afterwards to make the publications. 

So About this time he was elected Fellow 
„ the Royal Society. In the year 1748 | 4 
„ took his Doctor's Degree in Phyſi ei; 

and in 1754 was made Fellow ofthe: Bl 
4 College : 
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7 College of Phyſicians in London, And 
now his fame, as a phyſician, as well as a 


philoſopher, was become very great. Caſes 
and conſultations, by letters, he had in 


abundance: and his anſwers generally gave 


ſatisfaction; and his preſcriptions were 
followed with ſurprizing ſucceſs. Tho- 


roughly ſkilled 1 in the anatomy of the hu- 


man body, he was remarkably ſagacious 


in diſcovering the ſeat and nature of the 
diſorder: No wonder then that ſucceſs 
was ſo often the conſequence; as the know- 
ledge of the diſeaſe is half the cure. He had 


— many prefling calls and invitations to come 


to London: And the Earl of Harcoutt 
particularly and repeatedly adviſed, and 


even. ſolicited bim to ſhew himſelf in the 
metropolis, as the propereſt theatre for an 
ingenious man to appear upon; and. pro- 

miſed him all the recommendation and 


aſſiſtance in his power. 


Indeed the Doctor always e he 
ſhould chuſe to ſpend a conſiderable part 
| of his time in London, above all other 
= places, if he thought that atmoſphere 


would agree w.ith his conſtitution. 0 coed 
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ſays he, you can have recourſe to all 
kinds of books, here you have an op- 


portunity of facilitating the acquiſition 


- CY 4 


a communication of ſentiments with 


* 


able, as well as of all that i is vicious and 


f deteſtable. 80 the fineſt climates are 


moſt beteten with noxious and venomous 


N this time, or ſome time before 


this, for I cannot aſcertain the date, our 
Doctor was ſent for by Lord Guildford to 
his ſeat at Wroxton, near Banbury, to attend 
his ſon, the preſent Right Honourable 
Lord North, Chancellor of the Univerſity 
of Oxford. It ſeems, Lord Guildford had 


loſt his eldeſt ſon in a ſort of ſquincy, or 


ulcerous ſore throat, attended with an op- 
| preſſion on the organs of reſpiration. His 
next ſon, at about the ſame time of life, 
died, as Was ſuppoſed, of the ſame diſtem- 
per. The third ſon, our preſent able mi- 
niſter, was likewiſe ſeized about the ſame 


6 N * 


of knowledge by the beſt of company, 


by the moſt improving converſation, and 


learned men. London, in ſhort, is an 
epitome of all that is valuable and agree- 
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age, with nearly the ſame kind of ſymp- 
toms. The fond father, having loſt his 
two eldeſt ſons in the manner deſcribed, 
gave this too for gone, and was over- 


whelmed with grief and deſpondency. 
The phyſicians of the neighbourhood had 
attended, and done their beſt, but in vain, 
for the recovery of the other ſons. His 
Lordſhip now conan it prudent to ſeek 
for further advice ; and immediately ſent 
to Oxford for Dr. Alcock? praying him to 
make all poſſible haſte to viſit his ſon at 
Wroxton. The Doctor came, as ſoon as 
could be expected, ſaw the patient, pre- 
ſcribed for him, and, in conjunction with 
the phyſician of the family, by the bleſ- 
fing of God, recovered him.—Huic etati 
; profuturum. 


The Doctor's ſms and ds and 
labours ſtill increaſing, his health began to 


be ſome what on the decline. A nervous, 
or ſubtle gouty humour, or a volatile, irregu- 
Jar, diſſeminated gouty matter, as he other- 
wiſe uſed to call it, had, for ſome time, 
much diſturbed him. He ſlept badly: 
and unt of ſleep diſcompoſed him for the 


* > next 


E 
next day's labours. Ever anxious for tho 
pending ſtate of his patients - anxious to 
improve and complete his lectures, and 
anſwer the high expectation of his learned 
auditors, (for acquired fame is a ſpur and 

encouragement; not only to preſerve, but 
increaſe it). In conſequence too, of unre- 
mitted ſtudy, and too intenſe application, 
and partly, perhaps, from conſtitution, be- 
ing troubled ſometimes with hypochondria- 
AM that Engl: 7 malady,” and that conſti- 
tvtional malady, in all countries, to men 3 
of the brighteſt parts, and quickeſt ſenſi- 9 
bility : being ever anxious, I ſay, en 
ſome, or all of theſe accounts, and nearly = 
affected with any thing that touched his 
character, or diſappointed his hopes, he 
found his growing buſineſs too much for 
him; and that, inſtead of giving him plea- 
ſure, it rather diſtreſſed and perplexed him. — 
This firſt made him relinquiſh. the ana- = 
ala Ti SPOT oo. | tate; yryeaciy ade. n u 
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10 ee? What is the reaſon, that all men, famous 
either in philoſophy, in political ſcience, or any of 
the fine arts, are ſubject to be mplancholys or hypo- 
chondriac — Ar: i/tle, 


tomy 


0 1 


tomy to Dr. Smith. And this afterwards 


determined him to leave Oxford, and re- 


tire to Runcorn in Cheſhire, his native pa- 
riſh; where he had purchaſed a pretty 
landed eſtate; and where he hoped, that 


country air, and exerciſe, with a few ap- 


propriate medicines (for he had not, as 
yet, tampered much with phyſic), and a 
remiſſion of the mind from that conſtant 
ſtretch it was ever kept on in Oxford, 
might reſtore him to his former health and 


ſpirits, and enable him to renew the Prac- 


ice, if he ſaw occaſion, at leaſt by letters 
and conſultations. = 


Hannibal did not leave Italy with: greater 


cConcern, than Dr, Alcock left Oxford. 
„ rendens, gemenſque ac vix lachrymis tem- 
perans u ; murmuring, bemoaning, and ſcarce 
roſie from tears. He often looked 
back on her lovely towers, and could not 


forbear throwing out a malediction on the 


plaguy - 4 cauſe that drove him from her. 
a 4 


* The. E Hannibal o on quitting Italy. A = 


. lib. xxx. 


3 Plaguy. His own word; . rather an improper 


one, as implying a ſort of curſe, and too great an im- 
patience under ſuffering, 


«If 


©] 
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* 


nervous ſyſtem an intolerable oppreſſion. 
Whether this be owing to ſome diſfi- 


© pated arthritic aura, irritating that ſy- 
ſtem, or to ſome inſcrutable peculiarity 
©. iti the otiginal conſtitution of thoſe ad- 


© thirably delicate organs that com poſe it, 


”_ or to both together, which ſeems moſt 


« probable, it is difficult to determine *. 
But whatever may be the cauſe, by hin- 


*. dering my fleep and repoſe, it has been 

<- the ſource of great miſery and misfor- 
tune. And, notwithſtanding the vigour 
of body and mind I formerly poſſeſſed, 

© and all the efforts I have been able to 
© uſe, hath ſo much ſunk me below myſelf, 


* In another letter he aſcribes his diſorder partly to 
a too intenſe application, and partly to ſome gentili- 
tious inſcrutable caſt of habit. The volatile ſubtle 
, cauſe, ſays he, dodges about me, and rather eludes, 
than reſiſts my attacks,” „ Ef 


and 


if 1 fee impatient, ſaith be, to leave 
this delightful place, it is from a princi- 
ple, that operates ſtrongly, not only with 
all rational, but alſo with all animal 
creatures, a deſire of relief from diſtreſs. 
There has for many years hung on the 
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Leg! 
and: do: depreſſed me, that I haye been 


rendered, in great meaſure, unable to 
follow the profeſſion. Conſeious of the 


ſacceſsful pains 1 have taken in all the 
branches of phyſic, and of an ability to 
practice with far ſuperior ſucceſs to the 


common run of the faculty, it muſt be a 
great mortification to me not to be able 
to reap the genuine fruits of it for myſelf, 


friends, or the public, This makes me 


naturally defirous of trying what a change 


of air, of water, and way of life, may be 


able to effectuate. The bitter infuſion 
of trifol. paluſt. tar-water, gummoſe 
pills, and tinctura facra vinoſa, as an al- 
terative, and not as a purgative, have al- 
ways been of ſome ſervice, but not ade- 
quate to the ſubtle latent cauſe. Bath 


water is likely to be of ſervice.” 


He tried the Bath in February and 
March 1759, before he left Oxford, and 
ſaid, * The waters here agreed very well ; 


and if 1 had had horſes, or the ſeaſon 
and fituation would have admitted of 


walking, 1 believe 1 ould have found 


1 * 
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I had a conſultation ſent me here for 
Miſs Talbot, drawn up by the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury; and another by 


my Lord Harcourt, for his daughter. I 
could have carved my fortune long ago, 


but for the unaccountable complaint I 
have laboured under, which ſinks me 
many degrees below myſelf, and at times 


renders me incapable of buſineſs. I am 
well aſſured, I might have had the Pro- 
— of Phyſic, if I had applied for 


I have my Lord Harcourt's letter to 


bel purpoſe. But it would have re- 
quired refidence to have diſcharged the 
incumbent duty conſiſtently with the 

deſign of the inſtitution, and my own 
doctrine. And therefore I declined all 
application for it. 


When I ys well. I am in 1 
health, vigour, and ſpirits, and riſe ſu- 


perior to all buſineſs, and nothing is 
able to give me any trouble or difficulty, 
or ſtand in my way. But when it is 
otherwiſe, which is often the caſe, I am 
able to do nothing, but am a mere caput 


mortuum. If it were not for this ſingle 
5 by Le 


N n M 


© impediment, I could do what I pleaſed 
with phyſic, and __ _ it to 
length. 4115 1 
Dr. Alcock ial for ne time been en- 
gaged to a very deſerving young lady, of 
good family and fortune, Miſs Cordelia 
Docton, of the pariſh of St. Budeaux, in 
| Devonſhire : and it had been agreed upon, 
that the nuptial ceremony ſhould now be 
performed. But the Doctor's uncertain 
ſtate of health, and unſettled fituation, 
being about to leave, Oxford, and not be- 
ing as yet accommodated with a proper 
houſe and furniture in the country, made 
it neceſſary to poſtpone the merciage to a 
more convenient ſeſon. U 
Procraſtination in well-grounded EAN ; 
as well as in other affairs of life, is gene- 
rally imprudent, and often ends in loſs, 
_ diſappointment, and repentance. A few 
years after this, the parties met in Bath, 
and there were deſirous of completing 
their intended union. But the clergyman, 
whom both requeſted by letter to come, 
and perform the ceremony, could not, 
without very great inconvenience, then 
E under- 
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eee the journey. He thought, how- 
ever, che good office would have been done 
by ſome other clergyman, and did not 
know they would wait until he could do ; 
it; otherwiſe, at all events, he would AF 
moſt certainly have attended. The mar- 4 
riage therefore, by conſent, was again 
poſtponed for about ſix weeks longer; 
when, alas! in this ſhort interval, the 
poor lady was unfortunately ſeized with 
an obſtruction, and conſequent mortifica- 
tion, of the bowels, and was ſnatched 
away from the hands of her cool lover, 
by the cold hand of death! But the moſt 
ardent” lover could not be more ſenſibly 
affected at the moſt rapturous bliſs being 
raviſhed from him, by the death of his 
fair one, than Dr. Alcock was on this 
ſad occaſion. The unexpected news threw | 
him into the utmoſt anguiſh, and, for a 1 
time, rendered him incapable of buſineſs TE 
or converſation. He blamed himſelf 
he lamented his ill fortune - crying out, 
he was infatuated that he had not con- 
: Anand the nvptlals ſooner. | Modo 
animus, 
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animus, modo occaſio decrat *; one while in- 


clination, one while 0 oþ 1 toas Want 


ing. 
To make but one account of Aa 1006 


5 affair, I have thrown in the latter part 
with the former, although it be à kind of 
anachroniſm in writing, to relate a diſtant 
tranſaction, before we be regularly come 
to it in the ine vr our Nan 
memoirs. 


It was the ute end of Jong; of begin- 


ning of July, 1759, juſt before the Pom 

fret celebrity, when Dr. Alcock left Ox- 
ford, and retired to Runcorn. But even 
in this obſcure corner | he could not be 


* 22 animus, made dag te deerat ; | the words of 
Hannibal at his not N himſelf maſter of Rome. 


Livy. 
1 Runcorn Hes in + tho ſouth- well part of Cheſhire, 
at the conflux of the Merſey and the Weaver. The 
church is very ancient, was founded in 800, and was 
at firſt a collegiate church. A priory was, for ſome 


time, ſettled here, but afterwards removed two or 


three miles off to Norten, now the very handſome ſeat 


of the worthy Sir Richard Brooke, Baronet. 


The Duke of Bridge waterꝰs famous canal from 
Mancheſter to Runcorn, has made the place more 


— known 
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bid. His fame ſoon ſhone out; and his 


affiſtance was ſought for by all the princi- 


pal families, for a very large extent, in 
his own, and the neighbouring counties. 
His former health and ſpirits, in ſome de- 
gree, returned, on this change of ſitu- 
ation and way of life: and, having only 
the practice of phyſic on his hands, he 
was able to proſecute it with vigour and 
alacrity, and would make very long and 
ſpeedy journies, when the importance and 
exigency of the caſe required it. His 
rides extended once as far as Lincoln, fre- 
quently to Mr. Kynaſton's; and even as 
far as Shrewſbury and Newport, i in Shrop- £ 
ſhire ; to ſeveral parts in Staffordſhire ; to 
Warrington, Mancheſter, and beyond Preſ- 
ton in Lancaſhire ; through Cheſter to 
Denbeigh, Flintſhire, Caernarvon, Me- 
rionethſhire, &c. in Wales: Over a great 


known of late. This canal, carried on and finiſhed 
with extraordinary judgment and ſkill, both in hy- 
draulics and mechanics, Dr, Alcock uſed to ſay, was 
one of the greateſt and coſtlieſt works that was ever 
undertaken: and compleated by a prone perſon, 
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7 
part of this wide domain did he range as 3 
medical ſover eig. 8 | 


From ſo much buſineſs, 3 in lach a lucra- | 
tive profeſſion, money came in apace ; | 
which he conſtantly laid out in making | 
purchaſes, in building houſes, improving | 
his lands, helping indigent renten and | 
other uſeful and charitable ways. For, 
according to Lord Bacon's maxim, he 
conſidered money as muck, which muſt le | 
ſpread, to be uſeful, The care of my | 
farms, faith he; the care of building —_— | 
« planting ; the care of domeſtic affairs; A 
© and, above all, the extenſive, anxious | 
practice of phyſic, keep me ſo wholly I 
employed, that I have ſcarce time or | 
* diſpoſition to eat or ſleep. I wiſh I had 
more of the latter. I think, the fur- | 


ther we advance in life, the more frugal 
we grow of time *. Whether it be, 

that we employ i it now more importantly, 1 
and, on that account, think it of more 5 


value; or becauſe leſs is left behind: | 
* Sera in fundo parſimonia. Non enim tantum | 
9 minimum in imo, ſed peſſimum remanet.— Seneca, | 
_ 0 but = 


L380 
but ſo it 25 When the laſs of life is 


growing low, every grain of ſand be- 
comes conſiderable to us. When it was 
full, we laviſhed it wy as 5 if it were 


c never to be run out.” 


I 0 ' Optima guægue * miſeris mortalibus evi, . 
4 Prima Fugit: tbo ne triftiſque ſeneftus.* bt 
| | | Vigo. 


7 


\ pense my FRO to Mutz that 1 
thought he overmuch engaged himſelf in 


theſe buildings, and other pin + pro- 


| yur and purſuits, he anſwered, . © Though - 
few, perhaps, are naturally more turned 
e contemplation, and particularly on 
© the ſhortneſs and vanity of human life, 


and all its ſhadowy empty ſchemes, than 
myſelf ; yet we cannot wholly diveſt our- 
© ſelves of theſe things; nor, ' perhaps, 


* ö 


| * Viegitius una ponit wacky et 8 Et 


mehercule non immerito. Senectus enim inſanabilis 


morbus eſt.— Seneca. 


+ Tu ſecanda marmora Jacas, fub ipſum fonus, et 
immemor ſepulchri domos ſtruis Seneca. 1 


3 9 of 


7 


ought we. For, however chimerical and 
Oy - my Ty | appear to the "oye 
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of reaſon, yet they ſeem to be inter- | 
woven with the firſt principles of our 2 
nature, in ſome degree at leaſt, and to 
make up the greateſt part of what we 7 
here call happineſs. Beſides, they ſerve 
many other good purpoſes in life. They 
ſtir us up to action; make us look for- 
Vward, and prevent ſtagnation in human 
affairs. Every man ſhould endeayour to 
© raiſe himſelf to a ſtate of independency; 5 
for, as. Dr. Swift ſays, riches are li- 
8 e eee to check all unrea- 


= N Cy A © 


A 


E 8 — * E r 


* 1 proper attention to our own intereſt, ie we 
A keep clear of injuſtice and avarice, is natural and layd= 
— able, as it is a ſecurity from the miſeries of want, and : 

= prevents us from becoming 4 burden to our friends, or 
ö 5 the publie. And a man, that i is, ſue fortune artifex, 
7 that raiſes | himſelf to fortune and conſideration by 
honeſt induſtry, and a ſuperiority of genius and merit, 
is a moſt valuable and reſpectable character; and the . 4 
rank he obtains, is more honourable than that of the | 
right honourable hereditary peer, who hath nothing 
but his anceſtry to recommend him. When [phi- 
crates, the brave Athenian general, was reproached 
17 for the meanneſs of his birth by a noble, but profligate 
1 deſcendant of the great Harmodius, he replied; C018 
| true, my nobility 1 with me, * 18 will 
= Cc end i in u en. 
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ſonable fondneſs for theſe airy worldly 
ſchemes, he would often quote that ex- 
cellent ſaying of the Pſalmiſt, When 
© the breath of man goeth forth, be ſhall turn 
© again to his earth; and then all his thoughts 
« periſh,” Palm exlvi.: All his worldly 
f projects are over. And in another letter 
he concludes thus: Amidſt all theſe en- 
gagements and purſuits, I look upon al! 
ſublunary things in the light which a 
© wiſe man ought to view them, as only 
< capable of affording us a comfortable ac- 
commodation in the way to our ultimate 
« end; and fit detached from them, with- 
* © out any undue bias, permitting my mind 
« to gravitate to its true centre of reſt, the 
great Author and Governor of the uni- 
« yerſe; in a communication with whom, 
and a contemplation of his wonderful 
works and attributes in the ſyſtem of 
© nature, and the hope of a happy eter- 
© nity in a future ſtate of exiſtence, con- 
« fiſts the only rational enjoyment, e even in 
« "his Ul. 
In the latter end of the year 9 be 
bad numerous patients in the Influenza. 


N 


This 


0 y 
3 
* wt 
IX 
r 
e 
1 
1.8 
"2 x 
3 by 
1 4 
.* \ 2:39 
"FR 
Big 
5 
99 
5 
« 


"1 


Pate” 
whe; 


489 


- ef . N 4 = 2 N { r - 
- - „ 1 3 32 - 8 : oY 2 bot ot Pe 223 > 2 => - 
a > r . N e 38 RW — 2 4..4, a LEES e a 1 
\ , ” . . l 4 ee . 5 = Z = ” HA * a, 
N as FI . - - "0 1 F r n A * 
2 7 . * 8 * 5 IE ”— wh, p * 3 "LS 4 
8 ; : mY ale e : On, OY oo Re TEEN _ 
. 3 . : r 3 + n 2 < Se Rs 5 8 1 
4 1 . 8 4 3 as, Sage boar = 2 2 2 * a 
5 2 : s Neg: = RG, 72227 CRIES. . E66 32 4 
YES wy | On: ion REES CO i * "We r 5 
. Is J . : l Ry I-43. g * ” PO. ISS : „ „„ Y 7 D | i NG $ 
DER ORs As = : 2 ; 1 AY wo » . 2 3 * * 4 8 23 = Im, pets TN! 8 7 
— r 5 . — SY 3 a r A mot „ 2 N — . "Fo, © 
og . r 5 1 — * N b 2 * Wy ho * 
* eee * te R : — N . 


\ 2 ME x 
k A 2a "= , 
«4 4 2. TDs * a 
EO gt oe 
- r =>. 
FE 2b we ts 8 3 2 
. TTT 
. 7 8 1 « 
3 : 


[ 41 
This would not be mh mention- 


ing, if it was not for his important ob- 
ſervation on it. 
diſtemper had reigned in England about 
22 years before. It is probably * owing, 
LO faith, to ſome ſort of ſubtle effluvia 
* 00. the atmoſphere, | originating either 


The ſame epidemic 


1 this terreſtrial globe, of which we are 
inhabitants, or propagated hither from 
* ſome of the other planets. Electrical 
fire is unqueſtionably . communicated 


from one part of the planetary ſyſtem to 


c another, and carries with it various ſpe- 
«© cies of minute particles of great efficacy. 
of This poſition ſeems to be well illuſtrated 
by the ſtrong phoſphoreal ſmell, which 
LAS excited by the electrical effluvia after 


A 


* paſſing through certain bodies.” 


It hath been commonly held, that no 
particle of our earth, however minute, 
could ever eſcape beyond our atmoſphere, 
That all matter, however divided, com- 

minuted, volatized, or ſublimed, ſtill re- 
turns to earth again, and that ſhe never 
admits. of the leaſt increaſe, or diminu- 


tion of her ſabſtance. 5 
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But, according to this doctrine it ſhould 
ſeem, that ſome ſubtle matter may per- 
meate through all the planetary regions, 
and that there is not only an atmoſphere to 
every particular planet, but a general at- 
moſphere to them all. This communi- 
cation of a common matter to them all, 
; demonſtrates, I think, a fimilarity of 
form and ſubſtance in the ſeveral planets, 
that they are all ſtocked, as the earth is, 
with men, and creatures, and vegetables, 
ſuitable to their reſpective diſtances from 
the ſun, their common centre. There is 
ſomething very uncommon and grand in 
this notion, which ſhews a plurality” e oy | 
worlds to be far from being ideal. 0 
how immenſe the power and wiſdom © | 
the Supreme Being ! And what is man, 
when we conſider, rhat 


W orlds on Wor 25 bid lee i in ther lie *. 
Pore. 


12 The Doctor would often: lament; that we were 
wy left ſo much in the dark as to theſe things; and that 

the inhabitants of the ſeveral planets had no poſſible | 
means of communication one > with another. 


In 


r 
In the beginning of January 2775, Dr. 
Alcock had the misfortune to hurt him- 
ſelf much by a bruiſe from the pommel 
of the ſaddle. Being out on a journey, | 
he could not reach home; but was forced 
to lie at the houſe of a moſt humane | 
and worthy friend, John Blackburn of 
' Orford, Eſq; where he had every accom- 
modation and affiſtance he could deſire. 
mortification of the contuſed part ſoon 
took place; and Mr. White, a very emi- 
1 nent ſurgeon of Mancheſter, who attended 
him, was apprehenſive that a general mor- : 
7 tification would ſoon enſue. But by the 
4 4 ſoundneſs of his conſtitution, and the bleſs- 
ing of God on the means purſued, he at laſt 
b recovered. He aſcribed his cure princi- 
pally to large doſes of the bark e ; 
| repeated. 


OT r by > - ——_ — 


1 Notwithſtanding Dr. Alcock' 8 great run 
of buſineſs, and a ſeeming return of health 
| and ſpirits, yet, Sœſit lateri lethalis arundo. 
His old nervous diſorder, tho allayed, was 
not removed. It ſtill ſtuck to him, and 
9 at times greatly oppreſſed him. He very 
5 often lept badly,—complained of a diz- 
F 1 zineſs 


| q #4 
zineſs, giddineſs, and ſtupor in his hang, 


He ſaid, he was ſometimes ſo giddy, that. 
he was afraid, people would think him in 
liquor, when they ſaw him walking in 
the ſtreets. He put me in mind of Dean 
Swift's caſe, who was much troubled in 
the latter part of life with ſuch a giddineſs; 
and I was always apprehenſive, that the 
Doctor's diſorder, like the Dean's, would 
terminate in a depravation, or deprivation | 
of the mental faculties, if he was not 
ſooner taken off by ſome violent paralytic 7 


or apoplectic ſtroke. 


There is a notion, that we receive at | 
our birth the ſeeds of our death—that the 


f inborn latent diſeaſe, as Mr. Pope ſaith, 


Grows with our gro wth, and Prengthens with our 


Arengib, 


-- at laſt gains the aſcendancy, : and by ap or 
ſtorm demoliſhes the citadel. This notion 
ſeems to have been confirmed in the pre- 
ſent caſe. The Doctor was from infancy 
ſubject to a nervous head- ach, which ad- 
hered to him through. life, which diſ- 


pales £ 


7791 1? 


„ 5 
poſed him to be choleric and hypochon- 
driac which gradually impaired his. 


ing with more impetuoſity, flung him 


could never be awaked. 


| Singula de 0 anni prædantur euntes: wry 


e jocos, venerem, nvidia, ados. Es 


Hon. 


ing, diverſions, and entertainments, one 
after another, all loſe their reliſh, and 
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another makes us lame, and another ſtu pid: 
So that all our ſenſes become benumbed, 
and we outlive ourſelves; miſerable monu- 


ſetting period of this bright Juminary 


turned; 


ſtrength, both of mind and body, and 
at laſt quite broke him down, and, com- 


into a comatoſe ſleep, out of which he 


7 | Years, a8 u paſs as firſt deprive 
us of one ſenſe or capacity of enjoyment, 
and then of another. Sports, love, feaſt- 


is become inſipid. This year perhaps takes 
away our hearing, the next our ſight, 


ments of human frailty ! Such was the 
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turned *; and the fineſt, parts ſeem to be 
| ſooneſt liable to decay; the ſooner, no 
doubt, for being hard exerciſed, any much 
worn, as in the preſent caſe; | -.. | 
The firſt . remarkable effect that the | 
Doctor perceived of his diſorder, was, as 
he was riding on a viſit in Wales; he felt 
all his right ſide to be unuſually weak; — 
he could not keep his balance by his foot 
in the ſtirrup, and in a little time ſunk off 


his horſe on that ſide. However, he 


mounted again, and with ſome difficulty 
performed the journey. He continued 
after this about three years, growing 
weaker and weaker in body and mind,. 
till an apoplectic or paralytic ſtroke put 
an end to his exiſtence, on the 8th day of -- 


December, in the year of our Lord 1779» 


of his age the 73d. 


He did not meddle much with Phyſic for 


2 conſiderable time, hoping | his ſtrong CON 
ſtitution with great temperance, would 
get the better of the diſorder ; ; but at laſt 5 


* Cujus (Chryſippi) acumen nimis | tenue fail retun- g 


ditur,—Seneca, De Benef, lib. i. 


he 


50 


7 1 
2 


t 47 1 
he took | 4 great deal. In his letter to me 
of the 15th Auguſt 1777, he writes 


c © dineſs, languor, and lowneſs of ſpirits. 


« without the deſired effect. I have 


© rad. valer. ſal c. c. pil. gummos. pulv. e 


*© buckbean, tar-water, flor. zinc, bathed 
in the ſea, had a large ſcapular bliſter, 


= © try the ſalutiferous ſprings of Bath.“ 
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it. For the laſt year or two, when de- 


prived of the power of riding and walk- 


ing. he called it a paralytic aſfection. After 


* diforder of my head hath of late: 
© been conſiderably aggravated. I have 
« oreat oppreſſion, and ſtupor, with gid- 


© I have taken a variety of active medicines, 
* taken large doſes of cortex Peruv. 


* myrrh. comp. ſal mortis, æther, garlick, 


. FT” am determined once more to 


The latter end of February 1778, he; 
= with great fatigue made the journey to 
1 Bath, but received no ſubſtantial benefit 
there. The Phyſicians of the place 
thought his diſorder to be owing to the 
fame cauſe to which he himſelf aſcribed 


* the diſorder was diffuſed through his body 
7 : and limbs, it was remarkable, that he 


0 Pn is flept 


2 — 


. 

llept well, nay, I thought, he rather 
ſlept too much. 

Dying a bachelor, he left his fortune, 1 

which he ſuppoſes in his will, to be 

' 5,000 J. equally between his two ſur- A 

viving brothers, Mr. M. Aleock, and | 

the Reverend Mr. Thomas Alcock, M. A. 
Vicar of Runcorn; ſubject however to 
ſeveral conſiderable legacies, particularly | 
to the daughters of a deceaſed younger 
brother; to whom alſo he had been very 
liberal in his life-time had reſcued them 
from indigence and danger, and put them 
al in a decent way of living. Many 
others likewiſe of his friends had taſted of 

his bounty. On this occaſion he obſerved; 
I have always thought, and ſill en- 

« tertain the ſame ſentiments, that a little 3 

© affiſtance to one's friends in our life- 

© time, when we ſee the uſe and applica- 

« tion of it, is much more benevolent and 

£c generous in the giver ; and, where there | 

is a right turn of mind, more ſatisfac- 

© tory to him, as well as more acceptable 4 

and obliging to the receiver, than giving 

them much more at our death; when 
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© people give away what is really no 


longer their own. However, he qua- 

lifies his generoſity with this draw- back: 
but it is here as in the laws of gravity; the 
higher I raiſe them, the more they de- 


« preſs me.“ I think the ee here | 


better than the morality. 


It hath been remarked, that no good 15 


Anatomiſt or Aſtronomer, was ever an 
Atheiſt. They ſee ſo many proofs of 
wonderful wiſdom and contrivance in the 
human fabrick, as well as in the planetary 
ſyſtem, as leave no room to doubt of the 
exiſtence of an intelligent and all- power 
ful Author. Dr. Alcock, thoroughly verſed 
in both theſe ſciences, drew the right ina 
ference, and always thought, and ſpoke 


of the Supreme Being with the utmoſt 


| reverence. 


"mi the preamble to che Will, 3 are bis 
own words: I recommend my foul into 


© the hands of God, the Great and Stu- 


ßpendous Author of all the Great and Stu- 
* pendous Works of Nature, hoping, through : 


* the merits of Chriſt, to obtain eternal hap- 5 


* pineſs in a ſuture tale of exiſtence.” And 


- * on, he adds; ; my wacky goods, 
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Bleſs and reward my honeft endeavours and 
induſtry, I diſpoſe of as follows. 


.6 


A few days before I parted from him, | 
which was but about a month before his 
death, talking to him on religious ſubjects, 
I mentioned this ſaying of Dr. Swift to 
Mr. Pope, Letter xxxvi. When 1 was 
of your age, I often thought on death: 
but now, after a dozen years more, it 
is never out of my mind, and terrifies me 
* leſs. I conclude, that Providence has or- 
dered our fears to decreaſe with our years." 
© That is exactly my caſe, replied Doctor 
'* Alcock. The thought of death was 


« once terrible to me; but now it comes 


nearer. and nearer to me; it loſes its 


© dread, and 2 22805 natural and harm 


leſs. 


with which it hath pleaſed a wiſe and be- 
neficent Providence, with a liberal band, to 


He drew up parts, or ſketches of e 
| compoſitions on Phyſical and Philoſophical : 
ſubjects, but never publiſhed any. He 
ſaid, the preſs ſwarmed too much with 
publications, and that many ingenious 
men loſt reputation by commencing au- 
thors. However, he certainly meant to 
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prepare ſome works for the preſs ; but 


the engagements of a laborious practice, 
and at laſt, want of health, hindered him 
from putting the finiſhing hand to any 


thing. He had agreed with Mr. Jackſon, 


printer in Oxford, in 1759, juſt before he 
left that place, to print a Treatiſe on the 
 Effefts of Climate on the C onflitutions and 
Manners of Men. Of this a ſmall part was 
then printed: but, on ſecond thoughts, he 
ſtopped the further proſecution of the 
work, as not thinking it worthy of him- 
ſelf or the public in its preſent matter and 
form. The printed parts are ſtill with 
Mr. Jackſon, or diſpoſed of in vicum ven- 
N gentem thus et odores : and the Author 
could never find leiſure to review and im- 
prove the work, and ſuit it to his own 
liking. He had alſo a pretty large tract 
on air; a ſequel to the former. This I 
helped him to reviſe ſome years ago; and 
perhaps it may be fit to come before the 
public. A few weeks before his death, 
he told me, he had thoughts of publiſh- 
| ing a choice collection of F ormulæ, or 
approved Recipes for moſt of the diſorders 
85 incident to the human body, with ſhort 
. notes 
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and admired ; 


notes and caſes, illuſtrating and confirm- 
ing the efficacy of the medecines. To 
finiſh this, he ſaid, would not require 
much time or pains, as the preſcriptions 
were all collected together in a book, and 
wanted little more than to be fairly tranſ- : 


cribed. If I find any thing that may be 


uſeful to the public, and no diſcredit ta 
the Author, I ſhall moſt certainly bring it 

forth. But I have not as yet had an op- 

portunity of examining his papers, and 

therefore ſhall ſay no more at preſent. on 

this ſubject. 
Doctor Alcock was of a ſtrong athletic 

make, near fix feet high, —had dark hair, 
a piercing eye, and pleafing countenance z 
was very facetious and agreeable in 
company he liked, but rather too quick 
in diſcerning the failings and deformities 
” of men, and ſomewhat ſevere and fatyrical. 
The truly learned and ingenious he loved 
but for blockheads and 
pretenders, and ſolemn triflers, as he called 
them, he had the utmoſt contempt. He 
was very temperate and regular in his way 
of life, and ſo little ſolicitous about meat 
and drink, that he might 8 ſay with 
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Solos: e Many people live to eat, but I 


© eat only to live. He never fat long at 
meals: and after dinner, while other gen- 
tlemen were putting round the bottle, he 
would generally {lip out into the gardens, 
or amuſe himſelf with a walk in the fields. 


He was very zealouſly attached to his 


preſent Majeſty, and a great lover of his 
country, and its conſtitution; but thought x 
our politics had for ſome time rather devi- 
ated from the true principles of it ;—that 
the Dutch far exceeded us in the « c o 
my of government, —that from the extent 
of our dominions and ſervices, our pub- ” 
lic accounts were become intricate, dila- 
tory, and liable to frauds and abuſe— 
that decayed rotten boroughs ſhould be diſ- 
| franchiſed, and a more equal repreſentation 
take place that, though our judges 
were men of great capacity and integrity, 
our law proceedings were prolix.—Juries 
were cramped in their powers by being 
made judges only of facts, and by being 
obliged often to give a ſpecial verdict, 
which leaving the matter to the court, is no 
verdict at all, that a man muſt be a law 


or to be a good Jur yman. He was particu- 


N ä 


| 
| 
| 


Cs wn. — ab... 4 * 
— — —ů— — — 


. - — —— — —— — 2 — — 
— E44 ͤ ͤ os So n=" 
328 . 3 — , 
- 


— 4 — . = uw — - 
T mor mourn EG * 
g —  ——— — j—I—0— - - * — 


* — — ps 
— — p 
< - Vie — 22 


r 


—̃ — 
= - Hans = = 
4 — — 


ol 
* 
»% 
i 1. 
; 
. 
K* 
. 
7 
1 
1 
38 
* 
*> 
1,407 
19 
1 
©. 
* 
4 
Nie 
* 
3 1 
1 
18 
Mi. 
. 
* * 
* 5 
78 
"IT. 
® 4 
F> OA? 
1 
2 4. 
19 
* F 
W 
938 
* 
1 
F% 1 
4 4 
"IN 
$ N 
A. 
My 
_ 77 
* 
14 4 
weft! 
ih 
"A F 
4 
\ 114 d5 
1 
** 
, ef . 
1 
8. 
5 *. 
1 
” 
1 
1 
128 
: 7 4 
1 
1 [2 
— 
5 7 
$ L 
1 (4 
* 
} þ 


my” 
„ + 
#) 

* 
1 „ 
. 
4 
„„ 
£4 

1 


— 
_— 


———— 


2 


. 2 
te og — 
— x Tn tans, 9 

v —— —_— N — 
8 2 a — * -- 


1887 "Wii 


larly diſpleaſed with voluminous writings, 
thought our long conveyances might be 
reduced to their ancient brevity and ſim- 


plicity ;—that a leaſe of years to give 2 


man poſſeſſion by deed, was an abſurd 
remnant of the antient feudal tenure, and 
1 obtained not in wills ;—that fictions in the © 
law, as they are called, made it look like 
Jargon and chicanery ;—that the ſtatute 
laws were become fo immenſely numerous, 
that no lawyer could remember the names, 
much leſs the contents of them; and, in 
ſhort, that the moſt neceſſary of all laws, 
Was a law to reduce and reform the law. 
He was a ſtaunch friend to the Church 
of England, and eſteemed it greatly ſu- 
8 perior to any other religious eſtabliſhment, 
or chriſtian ſociety, he was acquainted 
with at home or abroad. When he came 
to church, which he lamented that buſi- 
neſs often hindered him from doing; he 
Ekneeled down and prayed, like a true ſup- 
plicant before God: and I have heard him 
repeat the confeſſion and reſponſes, par- 
ticularly the prayers in the office for the 
| facrament, with ſuch earneſtneſs and de- 
yotion, as ſhewed the heart was truly af- 
tected. 


* 
FSC 
v0 
** by 
\ j 
7 — 
vg 
bs 
1 
1 
1 
= 
1 wg 
1 
> = 
1; 
1 
* 
"+ 
4 L. . 
* 
wo 
T's 
= £ 
Ws” 
£8 
* 4 
A 
. 
54 2 
8 
9 
8 
* 
: 
5 — 
— 
"7" 
* - 
-4 
” 4 
* 
5 5 
. 5 ww? % 
"= 
1, IG 7 
* * 
WICK | 
8 2 
3" Yall 
- w 4 
. 
4 * OY 
9 
* 
3 
—— 9 
„ 
1 
* "4 . 
1 
- $5" 
1 * 
22 * 
«7 
f 4 
"oY 
" 
251 
8 
3 
1 * 
R's, 
SY 
T 
5 
5 ts 
#4 
1 


4 - 7 
2 9222 on 
(( 
W RESINS ts Sol ol nn 


RS td ES r . s 2 - 8 223 7 e * 2 2 
8 C 2 5 n D 
C CO ULT TH? - K 7 4” . * o 


„ eee 
Wen "vs ns * 
„ TPI3I0yp *oa, [ K+ 34 


ſome of our articles; and, though he 
never troubled himſelf with controverſial 
divinity ; yet, when the doctrines of Pre- 
deſtination and Reprobation, and that the 
beſt actions of the Gentiles were only a Splen- 
dida Peccata, had the nature of fin in them 
—when theſe doctrines were advanced, 
either in preaching or converſation, bis 
choler would immediately ariſe ; he ſaid, 
they were fanatical abſurd doctrines, con- 


1 7 
fected. Hotrever, he found fault with 


trary to the firſt principles of natural and 


revealed religion, and to the wiſdom, = 
_ neſs, and mercy of God, 


He had objections | likewiſe againſt | 
ſome parts of our Liturgy, thought it 
rather too long, that there were too many 
repetitions of the Lord's Prayer, and thoſe 
for the King—That ſeveral ſervices were 
now very improperly jumbled together, — 
and heartily wiſhed, our learned and 
worthy Biſhops, for many of whom he 
had great reſpec, in conjunction with 
convocation, would make ſome neceſſary 


amendments for the honour of our Church, 


and for opening a wider door of admiſſion 
to all ſenſible nonconformiſts. 
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To hear an ingenious learned divine, a 


Newton *, or a Tottie, preach, he thought, 


one of the moſt rational entertainments. 


But the inſipidity of ſome of our country 
curates gave him diſguſt. Indeed, he re- 
quired more of them, than what from 
their education, ſtation, and circumſtances 85 
could reaſonably be expected. 

He never would conſent to have a ne- 
phew of his bred a clergyman. * A man 

takes his character from the figure he 
© makes in his profeſſion. Unleſs a young 

fellow hath great parts, and a proſpect of 

obtaining good preferment, the mi- 

* niſtry rather ſinks, than raiſes him. 

A young man of one, two, or three 


* hundred a-year eſtate, is an eſtimable 


© character in his neighbourhood | and 


country. But let him be made, and 


© continue a curate, and he loſes conſi- 


is no longer looked upon 
en the private reſpotable gentleman, 


* Dr. Newton, founder of Hartford College, a very 
_ engaging and ingenious preacher. Dr. Tottie, Canon 
of Chriſt Church, Another of Dr. Aleock's favourite 
preachers. | 


© but 


E F- 


i but as a mean ntpeovided low. church- 
c man. 44 4 enn ; 
His . GaGmants 10 to this, 104. 


X other public profeſſions, are thus judi- 
ciouſly expreſſed in a letter, in anſwer to 
one of mine; wherein I had hinted, that 


I thought phyſicians were generally too 
much attached ad rem, too intent upon 
their fees. 


2: c Some particular profeſſions are apt to 

give a caſt to the character of the Pro- 
c feſſors. Induſtrious profeſſions, ſuch as 
2 Law and Phyſic, have a natural tendency 


6 to excite ambitious, views, and too great 


L an attachment to money for the attain- 
ment of them. In order to make any 


* figure in theſe profeſſions, a man muſt 
G bend his whole efforts; and ſacrifice all 


© his pleaſures and amuſements to his bu- 
= * ſineſs. Intereſt and money being the 
Y 6; object of buſineſs, gradually gain the 
- aſcendant over all the paſſions and affec - 
XZ * tions; and, unleſs we guard againſt their 
undue influence, are apt to ſeize the 


whole man. The profeſſion of a ſoldier 


W - being juſt the reverſe, produces oppoſite 


; effects ; ; his leiſure, and Toving way of 
M0 * life, 


DS 
life, leaving him at liberty to gratify his 


* inclinations, Pleaſure and diſſipation 


naturally become predominant, and 


' ſtamp the character. Hence it is, that 
© the law generally builds up, and makes 
great fortunes and families; and the 
ſoldiery too often depreſſes and ſinks 
them. Sea officers have much leſs 
© temptation and opportunity for pleaſure 
and expence, and have oftentimes great 
proſpects of intereſt, which gives a 
balance to their conduct, and puts them 
on a more ſaving plan, in order that they 
may one day quit the boiſterous GN, 


| and fit down comfortably on land. 


© The profeſſion of a Clergyman, as it 
ſets him up for a teacher and reformer, 

is apt to make him proud, dogmatical, 
* ſelf-ſufficient, captious, and cenforious ; 
' —ſharp ſighted in diſcerning the faults 


and failings of others, and too negligent 


of his own. And being reſtrained from 
© expenſive pleaſures and exceſſes, and his 
* circumſtances being commonly narrow 
nin the beginning of life, he is apt, with- 
| out due Fare, to contract a habit of near- 

3 N | 8 | * neſs, 


7 Oy 


1. 39 1 


* intereſt.” | | it 81 

_ Theſe retten and reflections; with 
oitiern already adduced, and I could bring 
many thore, flew, that Dr. Alcock was 


452 capacity. 


into any kind of public notice k. But his 


Over Jeſus College Gate, in Cambridge, is the 
device of a Globe and a Cock. The Globe, contain- 
All; which, with the Cock annexed, forms the name 


of the Founder, I know not, whether the Biſhop's 
family was originally of Yorkſhire or Cheſhire. Sir 


in Cheſhire, 


T2 ok and. t to bo too much attached to his 


not the mere Phyſician, but that his know- 
M7 | ledge. was various and extenſive, that he 
1 ” was a good judge of men and things, and 
7 t'hat few ſubjects came before him, where- 
in he did not give e of penetration 


; Hie might ſay, be « Was he ff of bis fa = 
1 any in Runcorn, —the firſt that brought it 


father's elder brother, John Alcock, Vicar 
of Iver in Bucks, declared he had a right 
'robear; and bore the arms of Biſhop Al. 


ing the Univerſe, or every thing, is the Emblem of 


Hugh Alcock, his father, had ſeveral ſons, and lived 
In the beginning of his time at t leaſt at Cholmondeley 
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cock , three Cocks Heads, eraſed, fable, | 


in a field "rents and ſaid his family came 
SNELL 3 from 


+ lob Alcock, Doftor of 73 koex at en 


in | Yarklhire, brought up at Cambridge, was Dean of 
7 Saint Stephen' 8, Weſtminſter, now the Houſe of Com- 13 
mons, Maſter of the Rolls, afterwards Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, then of Worceſter, i in the 1 reign of Edward IV. 
On the tranſlation of Dr. Morton to Canterbury, he was 
made Biſhop of Ely, in the time of Henry VII. about 
the year 1495; by whom alſo he was appointed Lord 
High Chancellor of England. He founded Jeſus Col- 
lege in Cambridge, anno 1497; and built a chapel on the 
ſouth. ſide of Beyerley Church, where his parents were 
interred, The Biſhop himſelf, was buried in a chapel | 
of his own erecting, at Ely, on the north ſide of the 
Preſbytery, where there was formerly a very ſumptuous f 


tomb, now fallen to decay. He was much celebrated, 


thoſe days. Barclay, a poet of that time, as quoted by 


the ingenious Mr. Warton, thus ; ings the iger, * 
praiſes. : 


both as a Preacher and Author. It is ſaid of him; 
Bonum et blandum ſermonem prædicavit in ecclefia 
Beatæ Mariæ Cantabrig. qui incepit in hora prima poſt 
meridiem, et duravit in horam tertiam, et ultra. 


Playing upon names and words much prevailed i in 


A cock was in the fen; Ces . 

1 SIE. his voice among a thouſand | men. 3 

He All was Cocke: : he ; wakened us from ſleep, = 

And while we ſlept, he did our foldes kepe. 
The hungry wolves, which that time did abound, 
What time he crowed, abaſhed at the ſound. 


When 


1 


I 61 1 
from a diſtant branch of _ ue s in 
Yorkſhire, or Cheſhire. © 34 i HEE. 10 
Doctor Alcock lieth 8 in a leaden 


coffin, incloſed in an oaken one, on the 
north ſide of his own pew, in Runcorn 
Church, according to his own direction; 
and his executors are going to erect a mo—- 
nument to his memory, with the follow- 
ing, or nearly the following inſcription, * 


Hic ſitus eſt Nath. Alcock, filius ſe- 
cundus P. Alcock, per uxorem bonam, 
| Mariam Breck, Medecinz Doctor i in Act- 
demia Oxonienſi, et Lugdun. Batavor. 

* medicorum e et f So- mY 


"When he went, faded 16 flow" r of all the fen! 
wy boldly ſwear, this Cocke trode never Hen. 


See Mr. Warton on Engliſh Poet. : 


The Biſhop would ſometimes, even in his Epiſcopal 
character, pun or ſport with his own name. I have 
ſeen in the Bodleian Library, an addreſs or charge of 
his to his clergy, thus intitled ; Johannis Alcack, galli 
cantus ejus ad confratres furs curatos in ſynodo; John Alcock, 
bis Cock crowing to his brethren the clergy aſſembled in ſyned. 5 
To which Mr, Warton faith, is annexed his conſti- 
SE tution for celebrating certain feaſts. In the beginning 
mm is the figure of the Biſhop preaching to his clergy, 
| A with two cocks on each tide ; and there is a cock on 2 
= the firſt ſide. 


1 
| 

| 
1 

| 

| 
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: eietatis Sociup, item : in priori Academia 


per multos annos in Chamid et Anatomia 
celeberrimus: Prælector, magnos ingenii 


dotes irremiſſo ſtudio, et maxima diligentia 
promovit, excoluit, adauxit. In Matheſi, in 


Philoſophiâ Naturali, Aſtronomia, cæteriſq. 


Sublimioribus Scientiis multum verſatus 
eſt. Sed in medecinæ cognitione maxime 
precelluit, utpote cui plurimum, temporis 


et laboris impenderat. Valde ſolers i in dig- 


8 5 noſcendis morbis, non minus felix erat in 
: Forandis. : Nervoſus, ſive ſubtilis arthri- 
ticus Humor ſubinde eum vexabat, et 
proceſſu temporis ab Oxonio in Runcornu, ; 
| natale ſolum, ſecedere adegit. Sed. i in 
hoc obſcuro angulo latere non potuit: 
Fama ejus cito effulgebat, et in ſuo, cæ- 


teriſq. vicinis comitatibus, principales fa- 


miliæ opem ejus ſalutiferam longè latèq. 
; petebant. Tandem poſt multos labores, 
et cum morbo ſuo ingraveſcente quam 
diu confluctatus fuit, paralyſi ſive apoplexid 
correptus, octavo die Decembris, anno 


1779, ætatis 73, plenus annis et honoribus 


animam reddidit Deo optimo, maxima; 
cujus ſtupendam ſapientiam et potentiam 
in 
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1 835] 
in operibus nature nunquam ſatis 4 
mirari et laudare potuit. ion! 10 
Here lyeth interred Nathan Albert; hs 
coi! ſon of D. Alcock, by his good and” 
ſenſible wife, Mary Breck, Doctor of” 
Phyſic in the Univerſities of Oxford and 
Leyden, Fellow of the College of Phyli- 
cians in London, and of the Royal Society, 
and i in * former Uk: in = _— 


= tomy Seng ak parts ke approved: 
by great diligence, and the cloſeſt applica- 
tion. He was well verſed in Mathematics, 
in Natural Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, and other 
the learned Sciences; but he chiefly ex- 
= celled in Medical Knowledge, as having EE 
made that more particularly his ſtudy. = 
He was remarkably ſagacious in diſcern- 
4 ing the nature and ſeat of diſeaſes, and | 
9 equally ſueceſsful in curing them. A | 
| nervous, or ſubtle arthritic complaint 1 
obliged him to retire from Oxford, to 
his native pariſh, Runcorn. But even in 
this obſcure corner, he could not be hid. 
His fame ſoon ſhone out, and his aſſiſtance 
27 was fought for by all the principal fami- 


lies 
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His diſ- 


64 J 
order gradually growing worſe and worſe, 
he could never enough ad 
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and the neighbouring counties. 


and extol. 


lies for a very large extent, in his 
8 beſt and greateſt Being 3 whole ſtupen dous | 


wiſdom and power in the wonderful works 


of Natur 
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of years, he gave up his ſoul to God, 
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ERRATA 


4 = page 5. Line 4. for Wyrrol, rad Wyrral 3 
274 16. dele the two commas. — I. 19. for Wood- : 


ward, read Woodford 


Do dele comma after Trinity — 1. 8. del. 
comma after London — I. 18. after 


walls, for the comma put a colon. 


13. in the note, dele they —1, 15. ule not 


only 


11. after Knight, for the laub, put 4 


- 


Comma. 


7. after it, put a z colon, infead f FO beni 
19. after tears, a comma only. 
19. For Denbeigh, read Denbigh l. 20. aw 


Wales, for the colon put a period. 
9 for Mr. Pope, read Lord Bolingbroke 
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